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The second century was a time of (1) consoli-
dation, (2) persecution, (3) apology, and (4)
heresy.

1.  It was a period of consolidation, for at the
middle, or towards the end of it, the Mediter-
ranean was girdled with a chain of Christian
strongholds organized under bishops, and lend-
ing   mutual   support   and   counsel.     Vigorous
Christian  Churches  existed at   Alexandria in
Egypt, Antioch in Syria, Ephesus and Smyrna
in Asia Minor, Athens and Corinth in Greece,
at Rome, at Lyons in the South of France, at
Carthage in North-western Africa.    Communi-
cation between  these   congregations, both   by
letter and by travel, was active.    Already Eome
had given signs of becoming the centre towards
which all other Churches turned.

2.  The second century was also a period of
persecution.    The great Emperor Trajan set the
example.    There was an earthquake at Antioch
about the year 115, during the emperor's stay
there.    The populace rose and said that the
gods had sent it because of the Christians.    But
the Christians Vere strong at Antioch.   A great
tumult seemed imminent.    Trajan, as a states-
man and a soldier, would doubtless have pre-